
VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY 
MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 
 

A meeting of the Planning Commission of the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores, A Michigan City was 
held on Tuesday, January 24, 2023. The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m.  
 
Present: Chairperson Mary Matuja, Commissioners Gary Mitchell, Gary Gula, Pat Chasteen, 

Greg DeMars 
   
Excused:  Pat McCarroll & John Dakmak 
 
Also Present: City Manager Steve Poloni, Assistant City Manager Tom Krolczyk and City Planner 

Dave Scurto  
 
Motion by Mitchell seconded by DeMars to excuse, Commissioners McCarroll and Dakmak, 5-0. 
                    
All items pertinent to this meeting are either attached or placed on file. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  September 27, 2022 regular meeting, on motion by Commissioner 
Mitchell and seconded by Commissioner DeMars, approved 5-0.   
 
PLAN REVIEWS, VARIANCE REQUESTS AND HEARINGS – SLU 54 ROSLYN RD. 
 
Gaspersoky explained the reasoning behind requesting solar panels as he is now working from home 
full-time.  He and his wife have health issues that would deter them from owning a generator due to 
the air quality and noise.   
 
Henderson from Michigan Solar went over the plan of erecting 19 flush-mount solar panels on the 
south side of the house.  DeMars asked about the conflicting letters from Pfieffer located directly 
across the street.  Gasperosky stated that he had spoke with her after she submitted her letter and 
now has changed her mind.  Henderson stated that there is no reflection on this type of panel and 
has a very nice aesthetic design.  He stated this panel is also used by the USAF.  DeMars inquired 
about maintenance issues and how long the panels last.  Henderson replied that there is pretty much 
zero maintenance involved and they last 20 to 30 years. Mitchell asked if they are a fire danger in 
anyway. Henderson replied there is no fire danger from the panels themselves and there is an 
emergency switch on the outside of the house to shut them down in case of a fire.  He also stated 
there will be no tree removals in front of the house with the angles of the sun.  If the panels were 
placed on the north side of the house there would not be enough energy to support them.  He also 
stated that the excess energy will be sold back to DTE.  
 
Scurto asked if the solar panels are fixed mounted and if there is no reflection. He also asked if they 
would affect surrounding property values.  Henderson claimed that they should increase property 
values.  Chasteen wanted to know the difference between flush mount and solar shingles.  
Henderson responded stating that shingles are not code in Michigan and that the flush mount panel 
has a 3 inch gap below the panel for air-flow to keep them cool, all materials will be black.  Matuja 
and Gula both asked if they had a rendering of 54 Roslyn with the solar panels in place to see how 
much of the roof would be covered.  Henderson responded that Michigan Solar will supply a 
rendering. 
 
 
 
 



Motion by DeMars to recommend approval with the exception of a rendering of the house showing 
placement of the solar panels, seconded by Chasteen, unanimously approved 5-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – Krolczyk updated the commission on 960 Lake Shore Rd. and 521 W. 
Deeplands Lane. 

NEXT MEETING DATE – Tuesday, February 28, 2023 at 9:00 A.M.  

ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. on 
motion by Commissioner Mitchell and seconded by Commissioner Chasteen; unanimously approved 
5-0. 

 
Planning Secretary 
Planning Commission        

 

 


